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questions arising out of them are said to have been deter-
mined by the King and the Lords. It was not till the reign
of Elizabeth that the House of Commons claimed the right
of settling these questions. The first occasion on which it
appointed a special committee to examine the returns appears
to have been in 1581 \ A similar committee was appointed
in 1584 2. What these committees did is not recorded, but
their proceedings probably formed precedents for the conduct
of the House in 1586. The chancellor and the judges under-
took in that year to settle a disputed election for the county
of Norfolk, but the Commons resolved (p. 130) that in so
doing they were exceeding their jurisdiction. As the House
came to the same conclusion as the chancellor with respect
to the point in debate, that officer perhaps thought it was
not worth while to discuss the question of jurisdiction; at
all events he appears to have acquiesced. It was probably
owing to this affair that the duty of examining returns was
entrusted in 1593 (p. 118) and subsequently (p. 328) to the
standing committee for privileges. During the rest of the
reign the Commons seem to have been allowed to reap the
fruits of their victory. But the question was not settled : it-
reappeared in the famous case of the election for Bucks in
1604. When James' first Parliament was summoned, he
took the unusual step of issuing a proclamation (p. 2So\ in
which he not only dictated to the electors and to the officers
concerned the conduct which they ought to pursue, but
expressly ordered that the writs should be returned into
Chancery. When Parliament met it was found (p. 325)
that the first election for the county of Bucks had been
quashed and a second election held. The House of Commons,
after going into the matter at length, declared the first
election good, and admitted Sir Francis Goodwin, the knight
first elected, to his seat. In taking this step they deliber-
ately ignored the king's proclamation, which must have been
known to every member of the House, A long dispute
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